THE PRESIDENTS CORNER

 

2007 has been a bad year for AMP, no events, no lecture and cancelled dinner dance.  A controversial AGM when there was a move to combine AMP & AOPA.  Whilst I have great respect for AOPA and have been a member of the American organisation for many years having owned an N registered aircraft, I feel that the British arm has rather different ambitions to AMP. 

 

AOPA ISLE of MAN has been set up  with a view to becoming an independent international organisation and need a good membership base on the Island, what easier way to acquire members to strengthen their position than to amalgamate with AMP.

 

Unfortunately I feel that our interests are divergent. AOPA are more aligned to political lobbying and the executive end of GA, whilst in these hard times AMP is committed to the lower echelons of GA pilots and the Microlight VLA market.  

 

In common with the Light Aircraft Association (Formerly the PFA) we are firmly committed to supporting light aircraft owners and those hard up pilots who are struggling to survive.

 

To this end we have recruited new younger enthusiastic members to the committee and intend to drive forward our interests at Andreas.

 

These are exciting times for AMP. In the meantime we wish our AOPA friends success in their Island venture as we feel there is no conflict of interest.
Peter Riggs
MY FIRST LONG CROSS COUNTRY

 

During my flying career spanning the last 45 years, there have been several moments of tension and concern which could have led to disaster.  In the previous news letter I described the last event at Andreas which, I suppose, could be described as a disaster although there were no injuries.

 

As there is always a lesson to be learned from these events I thought I would start at the beginning and follow through in subsequent newsletters which, hopefully, will become more regular in future.

 

I had been taught to fly by a very flamboyant ex RAF wing commander, one Percy Hatfield.  He had gained fame in the war as the pilot who trailed the Bismarck in a Catalina for some twenty four hours at the same time setting an endurance record.

 

He was a very macho seat of the pants pilot, with a somewhat cavalier attitude to safety, as could be witnessed from the number of prangs he had  in well worn Tiger Moths that he used in his crop spraying business. This operation was based on a disused airfield near Colchester in Essex where he also did a little instructing in a dual Tiger Moth.  Operations were mostly conducted on short lengths of taxiway.

 

His aim was to get students off solo in short order so they could continue to terrify themselves in private whilst perfecting their handling.   I learned to take off and land in record time by making a phenomenal number of circuits per hour. 

I would take off, climb to a hundred feet when Percy took over with a steep turn down wind ending up on short final at 200 feet when I made the touch and go.

 

Probably because his aircraft had a marginal reliability record he was very hot on forced landing practice.  I remember him grabbing the throttle closed at three hundred feet after take off one day, no turning back but there was a reasonable piece of grass slightly to the right which I aimed for. Percy said land which I did.   It turned out that he had several convenient fields scattered about which belonged to friendly farmers and he would position an unsuspecting student for a dead stick landing, pull the power and monitor the landing.  Wonderful training!! 

 

He also inflicted excessive spin training always demanding six rotations which I found quite interesting.

 

Almost overnight I became a Macho pilot, after all I could take off and land, land in unexpected fields, recover from spins and map reading came easily. What else was there to learn?

 

I went solo at six hours forty minutes, and at twenty hours Percy said I was ready for the flight test, which could not normally be taken till thirty five hours.  The deal was that he would sell me the additional fifteen hours for my log book at half price!!   It seemed like a bad deal to me as I was really enjoying the flying and gaining experience.  

 

Once you graduated to a PPL you were promoted to a crop sprayer of which he had several in case of spraying accidents.  It was in one of these that I made my first long cross country from Colchester to Derby Burnaston, a  delightful grass field quite near to one of my business customers.

 

The day was perfect with good viz and light winds, though mist patches were forecast early in the day. After a thorough pre-flight check including fuel and oil I set off.    After a routine flight I arrived at the destination area to find the airfield obscured in patchy mist.  I had a nearby alternate option which I had passed on the way so decided to stooge around for twenty minutes as there was a reasonable fuel reserve.

 

After fifteen minutes I noticed that the oil pressure had dropped to half the normal level and was slowly heading south.   Stark terror as I was at only fifteen hundred feet, not a chance of making a diversion. Thankfully I could just make out the airport buildings and was able to spiral down onto a large area of grass and taxi to the fuel pumps with the needle twitching on zero pressure
. 
Having spent a lot of money on engine oil, I flew home to Colchester without further event and accosted Percy.   He apologised for not telling me that the engine was well overdue for overhaul and tended to burn and leak a lot of oil.

 

Moral of the story always check the oil endurance of a strange aircraft before a cross country.

 

Peter  Riggs
Oops …. Car versus Aeroplane!
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The challenges of taxiing a tail wheel aircraft have caught many pilots out. Often it can result in a tail loop, especially in a gusty crosswind. The other major problem is that the view forward is often obscured by the nose canopy. This was the problem earlier this summer when the unfortunate pilot of this Auster was taxiing at Andreas airfield one bright and sunny day. A keen member of the gliding club had parked their car near to the hanger. When the Auster pilot taxied in to refuel the result was an unfortunate coming together of two modern forms of transport. The prop of the Auster sliced through the bonnet and wing of the car twice before coming to an abrupt stop on the roof. The car was repaired and back on the road within a few weeks. The Auster was less fortunate as the prop needed replacing and the engine had to be stripped and checked. An interesting item of knowledge became evident soon afterwards – all car insurance policies have exclusion for any accidents on airfields with aircraft. Anyone driving onto an airfield would be well advised to park away from any aircraft movement areas.
TT Fly-in

It has been some time since we had a major Fly-in event on the Island. We plan to change that with a fly-in at Andreas on the weekend of 31st May and 1st June 2008. The Association will host the event, working with the airfield owners to make the visit enjoyable for all the visitors. For the last few years there has been a band of committed TT fans that have flown over to enjoy the atmosphere of the event. We have seen flex wings, microlights, GA aircraft and helicopters flying in to the airfield. Next year we plan to advertise the event more widely through the flying press and put a webpage onto www.manxpilots.com with details of events. A Bar-B-Q is planned for the evening of the 31st and on the Sunday we hope to provide transport for visitors to get to Honda Day in Peel. The success of this fly-in will depend on the efforts of our volunteers. Any member willing to help with marshalling, Bar-B-Q, transport or just general help, please contact Ray Hatton on 851255.
2008 Fly-out
Many of our members do not have easy access to an aircraft and consequently do not get many chances to enjoy the pleasures of flying. In 2008 we plan to have a Fly-out to the PFA Regional Rally in the North. It is expected that this will be held on the 10th of August at Sherburn airfield. The Association will organise as many aircraft as possible to fly to the event and there will be some empty seats to be filled by any of our members who wish to join us. The PFA Rally is an organised occasion which draws in many visitors. You will have the chance to fly as a passenger in a light aircraft and see all the other planes that have flown into the event. Each passenger will be asked to pay an equal contribution for fuel and landing fees. Any member interested should leave their details with Ray Hatton an 851255 and we will pass on more details nearer the time.

AMP Website launched

The association has moved with the times and we now have a website www.manxpilots.com. The site is in its initial stages of development and we will be making enhancements soon. The website offers us the chance to communicate with a wider audience and also to reach visitors and pass on vital safety information. Please visit the site and pass on any comments through the email facility on the site.
Top Gun speeding ticket …

Top this for a speeding ticket...  

Two British traffic patrol officers from North Berwick were involved in an unusual incident while checking for speeding motorists on the A1 Great North Road.  One of the officers used a hand-held radar device to check the speed of a vehicle approaching over the crest of a hill, and was surprised when the speed was recorded at over 300 mph. Their radar suddenly stopped working and the officers were not able to reset it. 
 
Just then a deafening roar over the treetops revealed that the radar had in fact latched on to a RAF Tornado fighter jet which was engaged in a low-flying exercise over the Border district, approaching from the North Sea.  
  
Back at police headquarters the chief constable fired off a stiff complaint to the RAF Liaison office. 
  
Back came the reply in true laconic RAF style: 
  
 "Thank you for your message, which allows us to complete the file on this incident. You may be interested to know that the tactical computer in the Tornado had detected the presence of, and subsequently locked onto, your hostile radar equipment and automatically sent a jamming signal back to it.  Furthermore, an air-to-ground missile aboard the fully-armed aircraft had also automatically locked onto your equipment.  Fortunately the pilot flying the Tornado recognized the situation for what it was, quickly responded to the missile systems alert status, and was able to override the automated defence system before the missile was launched and your hostile radar installation was destroyed. 
  
 Good Day..." 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas. May you have a happy, healthy New Year with plenty of clear blue sky and CAVOK.

